Prelude to the Coronation
The Prince moved off. The crowd was very thick in the palace
courtyards. There were shouting and songs, more music and dan-
cing. The confusion was so great that the elephants, though as
always they took care with their feet, could not help knocking
over and injuring quite a number of people. As they passed
through the outer gate into the esplanade, there came a formid-
able blast from the ordnance on the wall, so startling and sudden
that it defeated its object as a mark of respect.
In the esplanade a halt was made to allow a procession to form.
Elements of the Household Cavalry joined them here. A squadron
of Mohammedan horsemen galloped up, big fellows from northern
India, in green uniforms, carrying gilded bows, carved quivers,
and curving scimitars. Their horses were caparisoned in silk trap-
pings. Another squadron appeared, composed of Burmese from
Pegu, their uniform of purple satin, in their belts long swords, the
scabbards of embossed silver, and on their left arms small oval
bucklers. The horses were semi-armoured, their caparisons studded
with iron plaques. The third squadron was of Upper Burmans from.
Ava or beyond, a heavier cavalry in corselets and steel helms.
Their weapon was a short spear, like a javelin, which carried a
flag. The caparison of their horses was multicoloured.
More elephants now poured into the great square, until there
were a hundred of them in two lines, all war-elephants, endorsed
with towers and carrying short swords in their trunks, which
glistened in the red light of the setting sun, as they whirled them.
And this was not all. For now the nobles who attended the
levee had mounted their elephants in the upper courtyard and
came swarming out, two hundred of them or more.
When all were in their proper stations, the procession started,
the cavalry in front, the war-elephants second, the nobility third,
and the Prince last with his personal attendants, the forty hand-
some youths who had accompanied him to the palace. Manrique
and the Captain rode among the nobility. It was a splendid train,
immensely long. There is no animal which better graces a parade
than an elephant, with its stately walk and lofty mien. Here were
four hundred elephants, each decked till it was a pageant in itself,
an ambling treasury of colour and magnificence. The howdahs
were so various. Each nobleman strove to make his the most
notable. Some were gilt, some lacquered, they were carved with
reliefs of monsters, serpents, flying spirits 5 their canopies were of
all shades, and embroidered or woven, tapestried, of applique* work,
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